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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING OCTOBER 11th 2007

PRESENT –Liz Powell, Keith Dingle, Steve Kirby, Peter Lovell, Mike Harvey, Mike Sheppard, Colin Crayford, Michael Harvey

APOLOGIES –Jan Baker, Margaret Hollow, Nick White, Richard Shaw, Mike Legg, Julian Anderson

Action points in bold 
1. MINUTES –Signed as a true record

2. MATTERS ARISING:

a. Technical Officiating Leader – position still to be filled  LP to ask Yvonne Claridge

b. RYUAG coordinator – Tony Wilcox has resigned through ill health.  LP had asked Kevin Twissell but he had not responded.  PL offered to do this role.

c. New Player Behaviour Policy – some had not seen it and some had an out of date copy which advocated the giving of two yellow cards.  RS to send correct copy out to all.  There has been some concern about where umpires should use this policy – ie if they are umpiring at local level where it has not been adopted.  As it is a document highlighting good practice then this should not cause any problems.

d. Finance for RYUAG – we will claim as usual from JA who will recoup from WHA

e. Finance for Technical officials – JA has written again to WHA asking for about £850

3. MATTERS FOR AOB

a. West Level I list

b. League re umpires and rules

c. Website

d. Draft WHA appointments 

e. West Equipment

4. SELECTION PANEL

See report  from CC.

Committee agreed with points raised – 

· Selection panel to appoint their own coaches and assessors with the committee acting as an arbitrator

· As there is no coaching coordinator the panel will try to cover coach education this season.  Last course in 2000!

· RYUAG – liaison with the panel to ensure young umpires are progressed

Development paper – see attached.

Committee agreed the proposals and asked counties to send names to the panel asap.

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT

No written report.

Regional U15/U18 Girl’s Tournament at Millfield on October 27-29th .  Harry Stickland acting as ATD and several of our young people are attending to help with officiating.

Nick Bennett (16) has been appointed to umpire at the equivalent Boy’s tournament in Manchester.

WHA Council just yesterday so minutes are awaited.

6. TREASURER
See report – submitted 

7. APPOINTMENT SECRETARIES 

a. Women’s – see report

b. Men’s – no report but we are aware how low in numbers the WHA is.  Hopefully the development ideas will generate enough umpires to help.

Query re whether ML still has the mobile phone?  Are we getting the cheapest rates?  JA to investigate please.

8.
COACHING COORDINATOR 

PLUM not a success this year as the Women’s tournament was abandoned.  The situation will be reviewed and feedback forms sent out.

9.
INDOOR COORDINATOR

No report.  Several young umpires had expressed a wish to umpire Indoor.  NW to pursue

10. RYUAG 

The group had met to put together an action plan for EH.  Dave Lillywhite and LP had joined with Jane Cornelius and Kevin Twissell.  Yvonne Claridge sent apologies.  We hope to invite one of the young umpires to be on the committee too.

Nick Bennett and Lauren Hutchings are on the EH Promising list and therefore should be working towards the Level II.  

At present Kevin is trying to cover all the appointments opportunities for the young umpires.  U18 Umpires can do adult games but ONLY with a mentor or coach with them.

Dave Lillywhite has managed to get sponsorship from a local firm of about £400.  They are hoping to provide the young umpires with shirts.

11. COUNTY REPORTS

a. Avon – see attached

b. Devon – A Level I coordinator has been appointed.  Summer league was used for assessing and an Open Forum was held in September where over 60 umpires attended.  Luke Holcroft is a promising young umpire registered with EH and now attending Exeter Uni. Kevin to put on his list.

c. Dorset – there was a poor take up on the summer league assessment opportunities but there are 3 new level I’s.

d. Gloucestershire – letter sent to all umpires emphasising the need to understand the procedure for red cards, MMO’s and disrepute issues.  86 returned their Level I cards last season but one was flooded!  Two Foundation courses to be held soon and a Level I course  too.

e. Herefordshire – 12 passed recent theory paper

f. Wiltshire – Supplied 4 young Umpires to the Wiltshire Youth Games all of whom are progressing well.

12. AOB –
a. WHA Level I list – please see attached from PL

b. League and umpires – SK feels that if we could persuade the league to support us by incorporating a rule insisting clubs had to provide a Level I umpire for each team in the League the counties would benefit from a good influx of younger umpires to appoint to matches.  The manner of the appointments would be left to the individual county.  Suggests that Rod Cook takes this to the League meeting for discussion.  Also to speak to clubs and get them on board.  LP to talk to RS.
c. WHA Website. – this is not active at present.  Need to check the status.

d. WHA appointments – KD asked that the counties are notified earlier as it impinges on their appointments and it would make life easier if they knew earlier who was needed from the emergency list.  CC to speak to MS
e. WHA Umpire Coaching Equipment -LP has the camcorder and Tony Wilcox has the laptop and projector.  Sandy Richards should have the rest.  LP to confirm where equipment is.
f. Chris Jackson has had surgery to remove a tumour from his colon.  LP to send card from Committee.

13.
Date of next meeting – Monday December 3rd 2007 at Ruishton Inn
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